Sir James Ritchie (in the absence of the Lord Mayor) presided at a meeting of the Council of the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund at the Mansion House on Thursday, August 1.
On the motion of Sir William Church, seconded by Mr. Grey, the report of the Committee of Distribution was adopted, and an order made for the payment of the awards.
Mr. John Hampton Hale moved to receive a recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committees to accept a proposition of the executors of the late Mr. George Herring that a sum of ?30,000 on account of the residuary bequest, being about equivalent to one year's interest theron, be paid over, and that the same be added to the collection for distribution this year. The difficulty was that, the estate being a large one, the legacies had not yet been paid, and the residuary estate could not therefore be distributed. However, the matter had been dealt with in the most friendly manner, and they had been glad to embrace the proposals of the executors as embodied in the resolution. The motion was adopted.
In After further discussion Mr. Hale withdrew his original resolution in favour of that of Mr. Grundy, which he seconded, and which was adopted.
Mr. Pearce Gould suggested that they might also pronounce against any schemes for starting new hospitals unless the Council were consulted, but the Chairman expressed the opinion that they had gone far enough, and the motion was not pressed.
It was mentioned that the ?20,000 coming to the Fund under the will of the late Mr. Yokings, of Brighton, was now released; gratuities to the cleiics and to the secretary were sanctioned ; and votes cf thanks brought the proceedings to a close.
